
The University of Florida is offering an exciting new doctoral leadership training opportunity 
for prospective students who are seeking a Ph.D. in Special Education with a focus in Early 
Childhood Studies, Implementation Science, and Research and Evaluation Methodology.  

Join UF’s 5th-ranked Ph.D. program in Special Education, and receive guidance from nationally 
and internationally recognized faculty in the Anita Zucker Center for Excellence in Early  
Childhood Studies.  

 The program of study offers seminars and mentoring using an apprenticeship approach 
and situated community-based leadership experiences with unique research, training,  
and applied experiences to become leaders and scholars in the field. 

 Students will receive a competitive monthly stipend and tuition waiver. 

 Eligible students must be a U.S. citizen or a permanent resident and attend full time.  
Applications are encouraged from under-represented groups. 

For more information, contact us: 

  

 Dr. Maureen Conroy – mconroy@coe.ufl.edu 

 Dr. Mary McLean – marymclean@coe.ufl.edu 

 Dr. Brian Reichow – breichow@coe.ufl.edu 

 Dr. Patricia Snyder – patriciasnyder@coe.ufl.edu 

Doctoral Leadership Training Opportunity at the University of Florida 

http://education.ufl.edu/special-education/phd-grant 
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Brian Reichow, Ph.D., BCBA-D, Associate Professor 

Dr. Reichow is an associate professor of Special Education and Early Childhood Studies in the  
College of Education. His research interests include translation of clinical research into practical  
applications in schools and communities, identification/evaluation of evidence-based practices,  
systematic review and meta-analytic methods and applications, and applied research in educa-
tional settings. As a technical advisor for the World Health Organization, he is developing practice  
guidelines and training materials to increase the identification and treatment of children with  
developmental disabilities in low-resource settings. He is an associate editor for the Journal of  
Autism and Developmental Disorders and serves as the National Co-Chair for the Division of Early 
Childhood’s Special Interest Groups. He received an Early Career Publication Award from the  
Council for Exceptional Children, Division of Research. 

Mary McLean, Ph.D., Professor 

Dr. McLean recently joined the University of Florida as a professor of Special Education and Early 
Childhood Studies in the College of Education. Prior to joining the faculty in the Anita Zucker Center, 
she served for 15 years as director of the Early Childhood Research Center at the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee and headed the Early Childhood Special Education program. Dr. McLean has 
written extensively in the area of assessment for young children with disabilities. Currently she is 
serving as Chair of the Division for Early Childhood Recommended Practices Commission. She has 
received notable recognition from DEC as a recipient of the Merle B. Karnes Award for Service to  
the Division, and this year for the Mary McEvoy Service to the Field Award.  

Patricia Snyder, Ph.D., Director 
David Lawrence Jr. Endowed Chair in Early Childhood Studies 

Dr. Snyder, founding director of the Anita Zucker Center, is a professor of Special Education and 
Early Childhood Studies in the College of Education. She also is an affiliate professor in the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics and the Institute for Child Health Policy in the College of Medicine. Her research 
focuses on interactional and instructional practices that enhance the quality and effectiveness of 
early intervention and early learning. She is a former editor of the Journal of Early Intervention and 
associate editor of Topics in Early Childhood Special Education. She has received four notable  
honors from the Division for Early Childhood: Outstanding Doctoral Student Award, Mary McEvoy 
Service to the Field Award, Merle B. Karnes Award for Service to the Division, and this year, the  
inaugural DEC Mentor Award. 

Anita Zucker Center for Excellence in Early Childhood Studies 
From leading cutting-edge research to training future researchers and practitioners, the Anita Zucker Center is dedicated 
to improving developmental and learning outcomes of children birth to age five. With its university-wide interdisciplinary  
approach that considers the whole child in the context of their families and communities, our research and training  
mission is focused on creating and advancing evidence-based solutions that spur transformative change for young  
children, their families, and practitioners.  

Meet Our Faculty: 

Maureen Conroy, Ph.D., Co-Director 
Anita Zucker Endowed Professor in Early Childhood Studies 

Dr. Conroy is a professor of Special Education and Early Childhood Studies in the College of  
Education. She also is an affiliate professor in the Institute for Child Health Policy in the College of 
Medicine. Her research is focused on promoting young children’s social/emotional development  
and interactions, including children with developmental disabilities, and translating effective  
interventions into community-based settings. Dr. Conroy served as the editor of Behavioral  
Disorders and is currently an associate editor for the Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Topics in Early Child Special Education. Her notable recognitions include outstanding research  
awards from Virginia Commonwealth and East Tennessee State universities and the B.O. Smith  
Research Professor from the University of Florida. 


